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Edison Meets Texas Jack at the Eclipse
By Larry Tyree

he following article is copied from the Annals of Wyoming,

Volume 53, Number 1, Spring 1981. The article is actually
entitled: “Edison, The Electric Light and the Eclipse” by Philip J.
Roberts.

Since some of us in the US had the good fortune to have witnessed a
total eclipse this last summer on August 21, 2017, the article about
Edison and Texas Jack came to mind. In July 1878, Edison and
Jack were in Rawlins, Wyoming which was a rail hub.

As a rail hub located directly in the path of totality, Rawlins became the center of the American
scientific world during July of 1878. The rail hub also served as a base of operations for Texas
Jack, who often lead parties from Rawlins and into the Big Horn Basin. Jack was also in Rawlins
that July, having recently completed a series of shooting exhibitions with Doc Carver and now
preparing to lead German Count Otto Franc von Lichtenstein on a month’s long trek across the
wilds of Wyoming. (From True West Magazine, Facebook page, Aug. 17, 2017)

I recommend this descent into our nation’s historical past...beginning on page 3.
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from the Editor's Desk...

Last summer on August 21, 2017, many of us
were treated to viewing the solar eclipse
that took place across the country. | had a
great opportunity to view and photograph it
as the totality line went right by our house.
(At least | was able to here in Lee’s Summit,
MO.)

In reflecting about that recently, | recalled
some research that | came across a few years
ago. Itis about an eclipse which took place
in 1878 that Texas Jack also shared in. He
actually had a brief run-in with Thomas
Edison at the small Wyoming town at the
epicenter of the path of the eclipse. | have
included that research article that is found in
the Annals of Wyoming, volume 53 from the
spring of 1981.

Although Texas Jack’s involvement is brief, it
does bring new light into his life and times.
Most of the article discusses Thomas
Edison’s involvement with other scientists
who were studying the eclipse, and potential
perfection of the light bulb. The story about
what occurred while Thomas Edison was in
the West is interesting. Researching this
article was a lot of fun--across a span of 139
years from that eclipse to ours.

Lavry Tyree;
Guest Editor
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Continued from Page 1

EDISON,
THE BLECTRIC
- Licrt
ARD.

: ME _

ECLIPSE

By Philip J. Roberts

Thomas Edison conceived the idea of the incandes-
cent light while he was visiting in Wyoming in the
summer of 1878. At least that is the legend. The event
is groudly advertised on the Wyoming highway map
and commemorated by a marker thirteen miles west of
Encampment along State Highway 70 in Carbon
County.' The inscription on the marker reads:

Thomas A, Edison _cam;)ed near this sg_ot in 1878,
ip. [

while on a fishing tr as here that his attention

was directed to the fiber from his bamboo fish pole
which he tested ds a ‘suitable ﬁC;amen forp is

incandescent electric lamp. Boin Februar% 11,
1847, Died October 18, 93117. Age 84. Placed by the
%2t90rlcal Landmark Commission of Wyoming,

How a famous inventor camped in the wilds and ac-
tually solved a problem that had vexed him after
months of experimentation in a laboratory would be
an excellent argument for the value of wilderness as
well as a good story. Unfortunately, the story cannot
be proven and, in fact, evidence seems to disprove it.

Ithough the originator of the story cannot be de-
termined, the earliest written account of the tale is a
1922 article submitted to a comgany magazine by "an
eyewitness" to the events described. The writer, R. M.

albraith, was a retired Union Pacific Railroad
employee who had written the article more than forty
years after the Edison trip had been made.

Galbraith, then living in Pine Bluff,
Arkansas, wrote Howard Elliott, the
editor of the Union Pacific Magazine, a
cover letter along with the eight-page
account of the Edison flshln%vexpedmon.
"I did not return from my Western trip
until about a week ago, hence my
seeming delay in complying with your
request that I write something that might
be of interest to the readers of your
valuable magazine," Galbraith wrote.
While it is clear that Elliott solicited the
manuscript, there is no evidence that
Elliott knew earlier about the Edison
portions.  Curiously. the Galbraith
account makes no mention of the fishing
pole and the bamboo filaments:

”flfterdwe had been there c;bo t

ree days, one_morning at the
breakfa ? table. Edison wa as%ed
by Piofessor Barker. "Well. Tom,
how did you rest last night?”

"Well," hesaid, "I was ’ltthm ing

about resting, I lay and Joolke up

at the beaug%ul stdars and clear s

light, an “invented  an

incandescent electric light."’

An examination of newspaper reports
of the time, biographical material on
Edison and ,
contemporaries fail to authenticate the

recollections of

Galbraith story. What does appear,
however, is an interesting and engaging
tale of how a famous inventor came West
in the name of science, stayed on to enjoy
his first vacation in over sixteen years
and returned East refreshed and prepared
to continue experimentation with electric
lighting.

Edison was already a famous inventor when
he was visited by his friend Professor George
F. Barker in his laboratory one spring day
in 1878. Barker, a professor of physics at
the University of Pennsylvania, planned to
participate in an expedition to view a total
solar eclipse that summer, and he invited
Edison to join the party. Henry Draper,
professor of chemistry at New York
University Medical School and pioneer
astronomical photographer, was

organizing the trip.

Although Edison had not had a vacation
from his laboratory in many years, he
agreed to join the expedition only after he
saw it as an opportunity to test one of his
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pulled out a Colt revolver and fired
through the window, hitting the vane.
The shot awakened ail the people and
they rushed in to see who 'was killed.
It was only after I said I was tired an
}votuld seé him in the morning that he
eft.
Texas Jack's complete name was John
Omohundro. Born 1n Virginia in 1846, he
became famous first as a scout for the
army at Fort McPherson and later as a
uide for hunting parties in the West. In
873 he toured the East with William F.
Cody (Buffalo Bill) and his Wild West
Show. The next year he was guiding the
Earl of Dunraven to Yellowstone. Ned
Buntline wrote a "dime novel" featuring
his exploits as an army scout. He was
{)opularl)lr billed as "the first man to
asso an Indian on the American stage."
According to newspaper accounts,
the Edison-Texas Jack meeting could
not have occurred the first night Edison
was in Rawlins. The Laramie Daily
Sentinel noted on July 24, 1878, that:
"John Omohundro (Texas Jack) went up
to Rawlins last night with a party of
friends, on a fishing and hunting
expedition." Edison had been in Rawlins
as long as three days before Texas Jack's
departure from Laramie. The
inconsistency may be explained by the
fact that "Edison told the stories
primarily for their effect, not their
accuracy. He had little interest in dates,
a bad memory for figures, a great

capacity for generalization, a history of
inconsistency and a penchant for
exaggeration." Given the circumstances
of his stay and the newspaper accounts
of Texas Jack's itinerary, it is more
probable that the incident occurred, not
during Edison's first visit to Rawlins,
but later in the summer.

If the Texas Jack tale is apocryphal
or misstated as to time, it is certain that
Edison received a pass from the
railroad superintendent the day after
his arrival in Rawlins allowing him free
}(Jjassage "between Ft. Steele and
31rgston good for 12 days" (until July

That same day he and other members
of the Draper group visited with local
;igeople in order to find a suitable place

or a headquarters. Craig recalled that
when Edison asked him about quarters,
he "hunted up a railroad man whose
famléy had gone East on a visit and
asked him if he could use his house. He
said that we could use the whole house
if we wished, and gave me the keys."
"The railroad man was R. M. Galbraith,
a railroad master mechanic who had
lived in Rawlins for almost four years."
"The onl lIlnlace for people to stop was
a railroad hotel at that time," Galbraith

wrote years later, "and my wife being
away from home, I turned my house
over to Professor Draper, Mr. and Mrs.
Watson, and Mr. Edison. They made
the kkitchen their laboratory for a
week."

Rawlins
House Hotel
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Eclipse scientists in front of Galbraith’s chicken house laboratory.

Edison second from right

The News as well as newsgapers from
New York and Wf/qmmg, had been
attempting to 'ex% ain the eclipse
phenomenon in their pages the entire
week. The scientists were poised and the
public and press were interested in what
would be found during the complete
eclipse of the sun set to begin in the
?%r71§ afternoon of Monday, July 29,

The eclipse came as expected shortly

after ZRp.m.. on July 29, 1878. The sky
above Rawlins was clear and perfect for
making solar observations from Galbraith's
chickenhouse/laboratory.
One Edison biographer wrote that the
wind was a serious problem. "A storm
arose, and the shelter began to disintegrate
while Edison strugﬁled to level a telescope
at the sun and hold on to his other
instruments." A Laramie newspaper,
however, indicates it was less a storm than
a normal Wyoming summer afternoon
wind: "Not a cloud obscured the heavens
and the air had that clear deep blue which
is found nowhere else but in a mountain
region. A rather stiff breeze of wind
prevailed, but did not at all interfere
with their operations."

A dispatc gubhshed in the New York

Daily Tribune the day after the
58e¢clipse affirms the Laramie_report:
"The weather here today was fine, the

sky clear, and the observations a perfect
success."

The weather was clear throughout the
area of maximum eclipse with the
exception of Denver where it was partly
cloudy. People anticipating the view of
the partial eclipse in New York City were
disappointed by heavy cloud cover,
making the eclipse "a total failure."

Edison's tasimeter failed to work
properly. The index capacity of the
device proved to be insufficient to
measure the extreme heat of the sun. The
Laramie Daily Sentinel, however,
termed the experiment "extremely
successful." the report adding that "it
proved the existence of heat in the
corona." The New York Daily Tribune
was similarly positive although the
Cheyenne Daily Sun confirmed that the
e)gqerlment was indeed a total failure.
Edison wrote of the experiment in his
notebook: "No results." o

Henry Draper. the expedition leader,
made photographic negatives of the eclipse
and surrounding areas of the heavens.
These were some of the earliest photo-
graphs ever taken of eclipse effects.

Other scientists reported ~successful
sunspot observations. World = famous
astronomer J. Norman Lockyer "is greatly
surprised at the difference of eclipses
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occurring in different sun-spot periods and
at the intimate relation of the brightness of
the Corona to sun spots," the Cheyenne
Daily Sun reported. The New York Daily
Tribune reported that the Newcomb party's
experiments were all successful.

James Watson, one of the best known
astronomers of the period, received a_great
deal of press attention. The University of
Michigan professor had viewed eclipses in
Iowa in 1869 and Sicily in 1870 and during
the Wyoming eclipse, he claimed to have

discovered another planet. "He found the
lost Vulcan," according to the Laramie
Daily Sentinel. The 240-pound scientist's
"discovery" was later disproven,*’

"Most of the scientific parties returned
east today," the Laramie newspaper
reported the next day. "Professor Edison
left Rawlins for the Pacific Coast this
morning," it continued. This
is contrary to the recollections of three men
who wrote about the Edison visit years
later. Nate Craig, the telegrapher, recalled
organizing a hunt for Edison and Draper
immediately after the eclipse. Not only was
Edison traveling west the next day but
Draper had already left for the East, making
Craig's story suspect.

The = newspaper reports appear to
contradict two other accounts as well. John
Jackson Clarke, who served as station agent
at Red Desert at the time, wrote in 1929: "The
eclipse over and everything packed for
departure, science relaxed its austerity and
devoted a day to a general hunt."”

Railroad - mechanic Galbraith wrote:
"After the eclipse left there, Prof. Barker
and Thomas A. Edison expressed the desire
to go out on a hunting and fishing trip and
I got up a party and equipment." )

Edison still had two days left on his free
railroad pass when he and Barker left
Rawlins. They arrived in San Francisco in
mid-week and on Saturday

59
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JOHN BAKER OMOHUNDRO
“Texas Jack”
By Roy A. Miles, Jr.  April 1, 1985

As a child I spent many enjoyable hours on back turned up a cannonball which I now
my grandfather’s farm in Smyrna, use as a doorstop. I had many fantasies
Tennessee. It has a rich history: The two- about the Civil War, but my main interest
story colonial home was supposed to have was hunting on the farm, and riding the old
been a tavern that was frequented by mules. No wonder, then that the stories that
Andrew Jackson. During the Battle of were told to me about my ancestor Texas
Murfreesboro it was used as aa hospital. Jack Omohundro were fascinating! The
The smokehouse, fifty feet away, became a Sharps 1859 rifle that has been entrusted to
temporary fort. The floor in the attic was me as an heirloom from Texas Jack
bloodstained, and bricks had been knocked Omohundro has been a treasure shown to
out of the smokehouse to provide firing many people who have visited in my home.

ports for rifles or cannon. The garden out
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The Texas Jack Scout
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account credited Texas Jack with capturing
three stagecoach hold-up men. It appeared
that this was somewhat of a lawless town,
and one of the leading city fathers and Lt.
Governor of the State, H.A.W. Tabor, had
organized and financed what he called “The
Tabor Light Cavalry”. This consisted of
fifty uniformed, mounted patrolmen who
endeavored to keep the peace in this Wild
West town. Texas Jack joined the Tabor
Light Cavalry while there. Unfortunately,
pneumonia was rampant in this community,
and he contracted this disease and died on
June 28, 1880.

Note:

Josephine retired from the theater and
returned to Lowell, Massachusetts, where
she died on July 23, 1886. Twenty-eight
years later on September 5, 1908, a
memorial service was held at the Evergreen
Cemetery in Leadville, Colorado to dedicate
a monument to the memory of Texas Jack.
The newspaper account relates that there
were representatives from many nations,
cavalrymen with the United States Army,
Indians in full regalia, Mexican Vaqueros,
Russian Cossacks, Japanese soldiers, British
cavalry, Arabian patrols, German horsemen,
and others. Colonel Cody was the principal

speaker.

Most of the reference material in this talk given by Roy Miles, Jr. was taken from Buckskin and

Satin by Herschel Logan.
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The Texas Jack Scout
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An' he started early in his life when he was but a child

So today in the 21st Century the biennial Texas Jack Roundups are held for all to
see

To honor the past frontier world gone by and to remember our past that be

Give thought to all the frontiersmen of the
past that we know about

Texas Jack. Buffalo Bill Cody, Wild Bill
Hickock, an' all the rest that stood tall,
proud an' stout

Think about those days gone by where men
walked this land proud an' free

And think about what the world was like
then, an' so often where I'd like to be

So with the Texas Jack Association, you might like to join in an' remember the
good ol' days

And think about what it was like living the good ol' free and hard frontier ways

We're all a group of good ol' guys an' gals and have fun learning about the past

Back when the world of Texas Jack was so wild an’' distant and with memories
that will forever last.

Next Texas Jack Scout Information
The deadline for the July 2018 issue of the Scout is July 1, 2018.
Please send ideas and materials to our Guest Editors:

Carole Brown Peggy Greene
barnlion@gmail.com mgreene39@hotmail.com
805-722-9232 561-676-3936

Thank you, Carole and Peggy! "
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MESSAGE

Dear current members and WELCOME new members:

It’s time to register for the next Roundup to be held in Sacramento, CA. Don’t miss out!

The 2018 Roundup, like the previous ones, will be a special time to see the Texas Jack members
we only see once every two years, as well as explore the history of a different area. Roundups
are always planned around the emphasis on our favorite cowboy Texas Jack.

At this year’s Roundup we will be offering something fun and different by having a fundraising
raffle/silent auction and possibly a wine pull on Saturday night along with our banquet. There
will be a variety of really nice and awesome items and all proceeds will go into the Texas Jack
Association general fund. If anyone, attending or not, would like to support our fundraiser and
donate a gift to be auctioned, I’d greatly appreciate it. Please email me for details. In addition,
there will also be some Texas Jack memorabilia on display.

I’d like to remind everyone that DUES ARE DUE. Please pay your dues to continue supporting
our organization and receive your subscriptions of the SCOUT!

Advertising update: Our Facebook page is holding with over 1400 followers. I’d like to thank all
of you for your continued support of the Texas Jack Association, and also thank all the
volunteers for the group effort in keeping Texas Jack’s memory alive. Hope to see you all in
Sacramento! Remember—June 20 to 23!

All the best,

gdl‘ﬂ/& 5/‘0«//(

President
barnlion@gmail.com

It’s Time for Dues!
Dues must be paid to register for
the 2018 Roundup. See page 26.
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Holiday Inn Sacramento Downtown — Arena
Home Base for June 20-23, 2018 TJA Roundup

Contemporary rooms feature rich mahogany furniture and complimentary high-speed,
wireless Internet access, a 32-inch LCD TV with premium cable and a comfy chaise
lounge. Guests enjoy a well-lit work area, as well as a triple-sheeted bed. The hotel
features on-site business center, outdoor pool, cocktail lounge-The Pub, complimentary
fitness center, and wireless Internet available in rooms, suites, business center, public
areas, and meeting spaces. The Cyprus Grille on-site serves breakfast, brunch, lunch,
dinner, and dessert. The hotel is only 11 miles from Sacramento International Airport.

We have reserved a ten (10) room block with the special rate of $151 per night. In order
to receive the special rate, you must make your reservation by May 21, 2018. Our group
code is TJA. After May 21, any rooms not picked up will drop back into inventory and
the special group rate will expire.

Reservations can be made by calling 916-446-0100 or 916-446-1011.

Highlights of the Roundup include the display of the Dennis and Julie Greene’s Texas Jack
Memorabilia Collection, a Silent Auction, Underground Tour of Sacramento and optional White-
Water Rafting trip.

Schedule of Events:

Wednesday June 20" — Holiday Inn Downtown Sacramento
Meet and Greet 3-7pm

Beverages and Appetizers provided.
Dinner on your own
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsachistorymuseum.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4ad601e68e524c756f2708d583c4625f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636559802350426906&sdata=gV4266VrzeBnNAM8HTipY5mIloQ%2FVW%2F1600E24%2BuCQM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcalautomuseum.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4ad601e68e524c756f2708d583c4625f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636559802350426906&sdata=sO%2FB%2FAlGXuOoh2X2JwFU%2FHGSrAy4yfSDypUHTkTblGI%3D&reserved=0
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mailto:mgreene39@hotmail.com

www.wellsfargo.com

: ,‘ Old Sacramento Park Underground Tour
- roadtrlppers com

et
A

() ﬂ;‘m-mumn:m

Carriage ride
tophand ranch.com

Sutter’s Fort
goldexplorers.com
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The Airports of Sacramento, CA

Sacramento International Airport
SMF

http://sacramento.aero/smf
. American Airlines | (800) 433.7300 | www.aa.com 1

. Delta | (800) 221.1212 | www.delta.com “_-; ——
. United Airlines | (800) 241.6522 | www.ual.com tees ©
. Aeromexico | (800) 237.6639 | www.aeromexico.com

. Alaska Airlines | (800) 426.0333 | www.alaskaair.com

. Hawaiian Airlines | (800) 367.5320 | www.hawaiianair.com

. Horizon | (800) 547.9308 | www.alaskaair.com

. JetBlue | (800) 538.2583 | http://www.jetblue.com
. Southwest | (800) 435.9792 | www.iflyswa.com
. Volaris | (866) 988.3527 | www.volaris.mx

Also:
Executive Airport SAC Franklin Field F72
http://sacramento.aero/sac http://sacramento.aero/f72

See http://www.sacramento.aero/smf/to_and_from/rental_car for on- and off-airport
rental car companies. All rental car companies at Sacramento International Airport are
located at the rental car terminal on airport property. The on-airport rental car shuttle
arrives at designated stops on ground level curbs outside both terminals approximately
every 10 minutes. The shuttle serves all on-airport rental car agencies. Rental car
shuttles are assigned by terminal. Be sure to check the signs to make sure the shuttle
you are on is going to the terminal you wish to go to.

Shuttle wait times may be longer during the airport's peak hours: 4 — 10 a.m. and 8 p.m.
— midnight.

Avis, Budget, Hertz and National offer vehicles for people with disabilities. Reservations
for equipped vehicles must be made at least 48 to 72 hours in advance.

Off-airport rental car companies will pick up their customers from the rental car
terminal.
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http://sacramento.aero/smf/
http://www.aa.com/
http://www.delta.com/
https://www.united.com/ual/en/us/
http://www.aeromexico.com/us/welcome.html
https://www.alaskaair.com/
http://www.hawaiianair.com/
https://www.alaskaair.com/
http://www.jetblue.com/
http://www.iflyswa.com/
https://www.volaris.com/?culture=en-US
http://sacramento.aero/sac/
http://classroomclipart.com/clipart-view/Clipart/Automobiles/ford-shelby-automobile-clipart-89343_jpg.htm
http://classroomclipart.com/clipart-view/Clipart/Automobiles/ford-shelby-automobile-clipart-89343_jpg.htm
http://classroomclipart.com/clipart-view/Clipart/Automobiles/ford-shelby-automobile-clipart-89343_jpg.htm
http://classroomclipart.com/clipart-view/Clipart/Aircraft/11-09-09_3RC_jpg.htm
http://classroomclipart.com/clipart-view/Clipart/Aircraft/boeing-787-passenger-jet-clipart-5972_jpg.htm
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