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They are alJ 4Jlfl8 now: the~ bisons whfcb roamed 
the Va11sy of Virginia end as far west as the Grand 
C8nyoo, the Indian warriors who were the terror of 
the Great Plains, and the two-fisted, two-gun tou;t 
guys who were the Knt~ts of the Golarwest are an 
passed on. But Buffalo Bm lives forever-: He had a-· .. 
special love for Vtrg1nfa. Almost every year. for tha 
quarter century that Buffalo Bflrs W1ld West Show 
was, the oowboy-ond-lndian axtr8Y8ganZ8 began each 
session under the b1g top In Rlchmmd, tourtrw;r the 
world. 

. ' . 

The Wild West (as 'twere known) wintered ofttimes 
in Virginia at General Bea1e~s farm., The buffalo. end 
livestock wen, wen-watered and well cared-for at 
the Virginia farm. • • 

Wtry Virginia 6S fount8tnhemi of_Buffalo BUl's Wtld 
West? Perhaps it was a matter of. friendship. One of 
Buffalo BHJ's earltest mld closest frtenm was e 
fellow named John Baker Omohundro, ~Jerly 
known as "Texas Ju." 

Omohundro was born in Palmyra, Fluvanna Ccunty, 
on July 26, 1846. He fought 1n the last vars of the 
Wer Between the States as a smrt. of J.E.B. stuert. 
and then migrated to Texas where he became a 
cowboy. After traH1ng a hard to Nebreskn, he 
became acquainted with William .frederfcl{ em,,, & 
maf called "California Joe, .. a lawman nmned Hf~ 
whO was also known as "Wfld Bm ... end other scouts 
and peooe officers. • -

'· ... .. , ... 
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Omohundro became we11-known as a guide for the 
Earl of Dunraven's famous Coloraoo mountain hunting 
expedition. He was a reporter for the New York 
Herald during the Indian Wars of 1876. But it was 
as a compoore of Buffalo Bin and as a player in his 
WHd West that Omohundro is best known. His 
nephew (the son of his youngest brother), Malvern 
H111 Omohundro, Jr., sttl11fves 1n Rfchmond,VA. 

For the days of Buffalo BiH's Wi1d West, while ~ne 
now, are wen recant enough that the era of a 
Winchester repeating rifle the panapoly of feathered 
and buckskinned Indian chiefs, and taste of sasparil18 
and corn-on-the-cob are w1th us yet in the mind's 
eye and ear and toste. 

This is the story of Buffalo Bill in Virginia. It begins 
almost 8C80lury a,;J> with the Wild West closing with 
the finale of the Vlrg1nfa State Fair in <k:tober of 
1888, and ends on June 4, 1913, a quarter century 
later ... and a handful of time before Buffalo Bill's 
own death ... 1n Wythevrne. 

It was an era of triumph, and of tragedy. M often as 
not, Buffalo Bill would close his annual tour in 
Virginia, tmilng into Winter fn-Danvme, quarters. 
The performance for October 29, 1901 , was 
cenceJJed because of a tragic train wreck, enroute 
from Charlotte, North caro11na. SOme mzen horses 
were killed, and one of the young, beautiful, and 
talented stars of the show, Annie Oekley, was 
seriously injured. 

The Great Wfld West trumpeted The State of 
Richmond. Buffalo em in Town thundered The 
Norfolk Dispatch. 

Vast crowds Witness Buffalo B m Parade echoed The 
Richmond News. The Wild West ~ion 
Delighting Thousands proclaimed The Lynchburg 
Advance. 

I 8ffl• Comingf hts multi-hued posters proclaimed, 
and, surrencHng to patriotism and prim and passion, 
the crowds che8I ed. 

Here on o:tober 15. fn the ragtime yeer that was 
t 897 ts how The Norfolk Dispatch ralH 'tEd for 
Vtrginians then and rr111 the day that Buffalo B m and 
hfs WUd West came to town: 

• 
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·cu1. William f. Cody, better known as 
·Buffalo Bm,· and his Congress of Rough 
Riders of the World arrived in town early 
today and completely captured the city, 
giving one of the finest parades of any kind 
ever seen here. It was witnessed by 
thousands of people who lined the streets six 
deep an along the route. There was nothing 
fake about it either. the horsemen of the 
different races being genuine. The 
'Congress· arrived from Petersburg over the 
Norfolk and Western railwav and promptly 
at 10 o"clock started. It was led by the 
famous scout and warrior. ·Buffalo Btn,· 
who drove a handsome pair of horses and 
who looked the picture of health, having 
aged but very little since last here. . An 
Eng1ish footman sat behind. It was indeed a 
strange an through the streets of this city. 
and one that it is a rare pleasure ta see. 

·Arter Colonel Cody came the Britishers 
mounted on fine steeds, and they maintained 
the d1gin1ty that ts characteristic of their 
race. Next came the nob le savages . . . the 
Indians . . . in all their war paint and glory, 
and the aborigines were for the time centers 
of ottruction. The ruddy faced German 
cavalrymen followed and Cossacks from 
far-off Russia followed in the rear. 

·Some more Indians were sandwiched in 
between and then came the Arabs of the 
Sahara mounted on magnificent horses. The 
Mexican Ruralies. Argentine 
Gauchos.Spanish Vaqueros, Texan Rangers 
and Asiatic Tartarsfollowed. and then came 
the rough riders ... the American cowbCJVs. 
following was a detachment of the Sixth 
United States cavalry. who were followed by 
Uncle Sam's cavalrymen.· 

So it was. It was the kind of circus, the combination 
of Heaven and heroics to which rNery little lxJ,' and 
the little boy fn ever old mon might run tfflflf. 
Reported The R1Chmond Evening Leeder, Aprfl 26, 
19"Q 1; ·wnue Kahn. aged Io and w1111e 
Sch.warkins, aged 11, arrived in the ctty 
today wtth Buffalo Bill and. stretdlad aut an 
the grass alongsfda the tracts this aorning 
for a nap. Policeman Rause spied the baVs, 
whO had the air of tramps. They nre 
red-eyed and had evidently slept llttle 
during ti» nt.-t. They were taten to the 
Third Police Statton, where theV wtll be 
held untn their parents can be hard tram.• 



But for Buffalo Bm, for his Congress of Rotqi R1'2rs 
of the World, his Indian warriors, and ck:lzens of 
other performers It was, for 30 ye5rs, ending for 
Virglntens in Wytheville, on that June evening in 
1913, "On w1th the show." 

Who can not picture the gleam in the reporters eye, 
the fervent scratching of his pencl 1, the fever of 
enthusiasm caught by the typesetter Md the rmr, 
even tooay, nine 00(:ooBS later from this tDnmt of 
the Wild West. led by Colonel Cm,, himself come to 
Richmond in the S88SOfl fimtle on <ktober 4, 1895. 

from the Rtchmcnd Times: 

·tho performance opened wtth the ·star 
Spengled Banner.· which was beautifully 
rendered by the cowboy band. Aft.i;r tMs 
ceme he grand revtew mw t crawd tea! a 
che .ce to C8lch git pse cf u .. ..., • ...,... f 
9eople that go to make up this gr8l'it !hoW. 
ln amltUon to the cowboys, Mexicans, 
eauchos, Ar&bs, scoots, utdes nd Arn::r1~ 
negroes that went to mate up the procession 
there wes a detachment of fully ec;utpped 
soldiers of American, (nglend, Frence, 
eermany and Russta. 

·Al! thess rn a grend St~ os U•.ey s er,'" 
n ed around the rtno tnd in tt·.a ni t 
exhibition it was made more imp~·esstve by 
the Oashllghts, which.when turned on the 
glittering uniforms of the soldiers. cast 
thousands of b8ams of 11ght into tha 
darkness of the ntght. 

-Miss Ann!e Oekley. the celebrated shot. wns 
then introduced, and she did some wonderful 
work: with a rifle that was only equalled by 
the shooting of Johnnie Baker ond 8uff8lo 
Bill himself. Miss Oekley is easily the 
Queen of morlc.swomen, and much of her 
shooting was marvelous. 

·Next to Buffalo Bill the Riffian Arab 
horsemen 88Sily had the call in the public 
favor. Their riding was not only of the 
hatr-ratstng desertpt1on, but their feats of 
strength 8nd tumbling were ,..a very 
interesting part of the performance. They 
built human pyrHmids that towered four men 
high, tumbled, turned handsprings, 
flipflops. forward and bock, and turned 
cartwheels with twists in them that fairly 
took one's breeth 8WWtf. • 

He founded the extravagan28 that they called the 
"Wild west· in t 883 and ma his several fortunes 
by exp loittng a nostalgic passion looked badcward. 

·An of my Interests are stm wt th the West 
. . . the modern West,· he wrote near the end of 
his Hfe. 

Indeed, r.e was a most modern westsrner. He used his 
feme as a soapbox to speak out for the rights of 
Indians and women and to plead for proper 
man81J1Tlent of natural resources. He mu 
constructive end lono-term investments tn canals 
end irriglrtion in stook breeding, in coal end on 
development, in publishing, town-building, and 
tourism. 

W1ntsr1 here et1mes, visiting :-.era cmtmas, 
:r.:l strutting forth tro!o tr.e wcr]d to to r his er.r.Litil 
ex ravei;enza all times, uffa o sm. Col. wnr F. 
Coo,', was. 1n the best sense a Virginian by choice. He 
wc,s a Virginimt, an Iowan. a Nebraskan, all these 
thir.gs and mere, a Wes ernar, and most especial]y, 
an American. 

He was trulY the quintessential Westerner and as 
much a symbol of America's the new and a 
determination to suceed ... qualities which, perhaps 
ch . terize ail ho plt1:e t!13m 1ves cm the 

frcntiers of humen ende6vcr. 

He was a recipient of the Congressional Medal of 
Horor and, for a time, American's greatest showman. 
He was a~ husband • some stl(, the best"friend of 
the wild old warrior called Sitting Bult 

In an era of larger-than-life figures, Cot COO( 
became America's most famous celebrity. Every 
president from Ulysses Grant to WCKJJrcm Wilson 
consulted him on Indian affairs. 

His good end close friends included artist Frederick 
Remington and writer Marie Twain. Recalled another 
fr1encl, Annie Qakely, "He was the simplest of men, 
as comfortable with cowboys as with kings." 

He was the former Pony Express boy who r~ his 
white stallion before the Queen of England and the 
Emperor of all the Russians. 

Yet he returned to Virginia and the eastern towns and 
cities ( he did not tour too much further South) again 
and again and again, not to earn a fortune and be 
remembered as a showman. but to fund his grand plan 
for the opening up of ruooed Wyoming to the benefits 
society 
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Toward the end, as Europe rushed into the -Wer to 
End All Wars"and some fellow named Goldwin and 
Warner and Mayer were setting up business 1n Los 
An~les ( and hiring a retired gunman named Wyatt 
Earp as a "cinematic technical oovisor"), here is row 
Buffalo Bill wanted to be remembered: 

·1 oon·t want to d1e and have people &ft/. 'Oh 
there goes another old showman.' I want the 
people of Wyoming who are living on the 
land that has been made fertile by my work 
and expenditure to remember me and Sflf. 
"This is the man who opened up Wyoming to 
the best of civilization.'· 

An old frfend, who himself hoo been a cowboy, who 
shered Col. Cody's love of Virginia, 8rld as wen owned 
a cabjn on the B Jue Ridge, marked the warrior's deeth 
on January Io, 1917. 

Remarked Col. Theooore Roosevelt: 

·He was one of those men, steelthewed and 
Iron-nerved, whose daring prog1 ess opened 
the greet West to settlement and 
civi1ization. • 

And that was how it was, from Hampton Roms to the 
Virginia Highlands, for a quarter century, when 
Buffalo Bm came to town. 
An article from The Virginian M&g1tZine - Mey✓une, 
1985 issue. 

~~ 
"BUFFALO OBI LL" 



. "RC.Omohundro" "Sue O.AIJen" "George Smith" 

THE OMOHUNDRO DEAD SHOT -
CHIP OFF THE OLD BLOCIC! 

One day while working on· the SCOUT at John 
and Edna Nees'. wtto should we see coming out 
of the woods but R.C. Omohuraro, Jr. from 
Fork Union, Virginia and GEKr~ Smith from 
Palmyra, Virginia with two pheosants. Both 
grinning from ear to ear rNer their kill, Edna 
toot a picture of the two of them as a keep 
sake; John informed us th8t the both of them 
had only been trying for the past two years to 
km a· pheasant and Saturday, Janu81"Y 28, 
1989 was the day! · 
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WELCOME NEW T JA MEMBERS! 

I would like to welcome the following new members 
to the Texas J~k Assx:i8l1on We are so gfmi you 
decided to join usl 

Ann Alexander Omohundro 
P. 0. Box 5 
Fork Union, Virginia 23055 

.Ann Omohundro M mstaad 
5593 Sedwick Court 
Frederick, MD. 21701 

I would 11ke to cfla11enge each and fN8rY one or you to 
sign up at leas.t one new member in 1989. We wm 
call it " Texas J~k's Membership Drive." The 
member signing up the most new members from now 
until the Rally in June, will receive a 616 
SURPRISE! So let's get to work ! 

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Congratulations to Peggy and Mark Greene on a new 
dBtJghter, Stephanfe Louise, born. Nov. 29, 1988. 
Paternal garandparents are Julie and Dennis Greene. 

MEMORIALS 

We would like to take this opportunity to exteoo our 
sympathy and prayers to those who have lost fam1ly 
member recently: 

John s. Nees' mother - Mrs. Helen Nees Jones, 
daughter-in-law of Arabella Omohundro Nees. Mrs. 
Jones of Scottsville, Virginia, died on November 30. 
1988. 

Arthur Scott Omohundro, 80, son of Edward and Alice 
OmohUl"KrO, died on September 26, 1988 et his 
home in Buena Y1sta 

Richard Omohundro Harwood, 16, died February 
5,1989. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. 0.-las 
Harwood, and 1,J'andson of Mr. and Mrs. Rlchent 
"Dick" Omohundro, both of &,,psy Hm Farm in 
Goo:hland, Virginia. 



PROJECT REPORTS 

No report has been received from Mark Greene 
regarding project# t - M1 a Texas Jtek postcard to 
the Old West Collection Series on sale at Western gift 
and souvenir shops. I'm sure he will keep us posted 
on his prc,;iress. 

Jtek H. Omohundro is working on project #2 -
Nom1nat1ng Texas Jock to the National Cowbcr-f Hall of 
Fame and Western Heritage Center in Oklahoma City. 
He wrote a letter to Byron Price, Executive Director 
of the National Cowboy Han off ame on February 23, 
1989. Mr. Price's reply was as follows: The 
policies regarding criteria for induction are under 
review and will be revisoo at the upcoming meeting 
of the Hall board of directors on March 18, 1989. J 
wm be happy to forward new gu1rellnes as soon as 
they are available. TrMitfonally, induction 
ceremonies are held at the Western Heritage Awards 
each March for qualified nominees submitted the 
previous year. Mr. Omohundro would be considered 
for induction in 1990. 

Sue Allen is working on project #3 - Petition 
Yellowstone Nat1oanl Park to name a peak for Texas 
Jook. Letters have been written to the new Secretary 
of the Interior, Mike Lujan; Senator Wallop and 
Senator Stevens regarding project #3 . I hope to 
hear from Secretary Lujan soon, so we can get 
started on the procedures necessary to occomplish 
our pl. 

Project # 4 - Research Josephine Morl~i's 
family is stm available. If there is any interested 
~n taking on this project please contoct one of the TJA 
Officers. 

No report has been received from Franklin Phillips 
regm-ding project #5 - Work to have Texas Jack 
mentioend in the display of J.E.8. Stuart artifacts in 
the Museum of the Gonfederocy fn Richmond. I'm 
sure he wi 11 keep us posted on his progress. 

Angela Wyche volunteered to work on Projoct #6 -
Have Texas Jack mentioned on the next brochure 
printed for the Buffalo Bill Historical Center in Cro;. 
On January 23, 1989, she received a letter from 
Paul Fees, Curator of the Buffalo Bill Museum. His 
reply was as fol lows: Regareltng your suggestion that 
Texas Jack be featured on our brochure, I am afraid 
that it probably won't happen soon. Jack was a 
fascinating and charismatic figure, and he certainly 
has a close association with COO)'. However, all we 
really have to exhibit are a few photo.1raphs and one 
wonderful poster. On the other hand, we are able to 
devote an entire corner of the museum to Annie 
Qakley where we exhibit quite a few personal items, 
firearms, and even a footlocker that belonged to her. 
Perhaps some day we will find enouah Texas Jtelc 
material to create a full-scale exhibit. I would like 
to be able to feature Jack more prominently. 

Dennis and Julie Greene presented a proposal to the 
TJA Officers regard1ng the possibility of erecting a 
road marker such as the one featured in the 
September, 1988 issue of the SCOUT to be placed on 
the outskirts of Leadville, Coloraoo. Let us know 
what you think! We'd love to hear your comments. 

Malvern, Angela and Kitty Wyche presented a 
proposal to the TJA regarding an iron fence being 
placed around Texas Jack's grave. Let us know what 
you think! We'd love to hear your comments. 

AS YOU KNOW SOME OF THE ABOVE PROJECTS WILL 
REQUIRE FUNDING. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE 
ASSOCIATION HEAR YOUR COMMENTS ON HOW YOU 
WISH THE MONEY IN THE TJA TREASURARY BE 
SPENT. WE Ci\N'T PROMISE ANY OF THESE 
PROJECTS WILL BE COMPLETED BY THE NEXT TJA 
RALLY. OUR FUNDS ARE VERY LIMITED. PLEASE 
LET US HEAR YOUR COMMENTS. 

FROM mE MAIL POUCH ... 

Jane and I want you an to know that we hoo a 
wonderful time at the "Rally" and we are so glad to 
get to know so many more of our "kin." 

• 

Jack H. Omohundro, Crowley, LA 

The September issue of the "T~cs ~ack ~~t" wcs 

My congratulations to the Editor for a mos 
interesting September issues of the SCOUT. It we 
1ncml a pleasure to attend the ded1C8tion of t~ 
Highw8'( Merker and meet so many TJ friend in Ju~ 

such an interesting one. I certamly d1d enJoy 1t. I am looking ahead to seeing them again. 

Bettv O. Johnson, Tampa, FL 7 Paul Perkins, Houston. TX 



SEPTEMDER 

Kendel Cody Cornwell 
Richard Nelson Goodman 
Dennis Greene 
Julie 0. Greene 
John S. Nees 
Elmer A. Omohundro 
Jack H. Omohundro 
James B. Omohundro 
Jim Omohundro 
·John B. Omohundro 
Malvern H. Omohundro, Jr. 
Richard E. Omohundro 
Barbara Switzer 
Sally Omohundro Whitescarver 
J. Leroy Wlngenbach 
Edward E. Wood 
Benjamin W. 'Wyche 
Malvern H. Wyche, Sr. 
M?t!vem H. Wyche Jr. 

OCTOBER 

Sue Omohundro Allen 
Marie Nees Banton 
Or. Henry Ooerge 

. Thomas Everette 
Carole Bellhause Horstman 
Melody Kramer 

. Berryman L, Omohundro. Jr. 
Jack H. Omohundro, Jr. 
Gloria Palmer 
Judith Ammonet Phillps 
Nancy Phllllps 
Linda L. Stratz 
Belly Woods 
Killy Vanlew Wyche 

NOVEMBER 

Heather M. Gilbert 
Richard T. Goodman 
Fred Hayles 
Joyce Omohundro Miller 
James Moyer 
Richard E. Omohundro 
Angela 8. Phillips 
Angela G. Wyche 
June W. Wyche 
Kelly L. Wyche 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 

Redondo Beach. CA 
Mclean, VA 

Palos Verdes, CA 
Palos Verdes, CA 

Scottsville. VA 
Diamond Bar, CA 

Crowley LA 
Sykesville, MO 

El Paso. TX 
Panorama City. CA 

Richmond, VA 
Littleton, CO 

North Platte, NE 
Richmond, VA 
Leadville, OH 

Springfield, IL 
Arlington, VA 

Va. Beach, VA 
Va. Beach, VA 

Richmond, VA 
Meherrin, VA 

Middleburgh. NY 
Grizzard Cary. NC 

Springneld, IL 
Dallas, TX 

Sykesville, MO 
las Vegas NE 

Santa Ana, CA 
Ale1<andria, VA 

Newport News, VA 
Santa Ana, CA 
Sprlngneld, IL 
Va. Beach, VA 

Fayetteville, NC 
Jacksonville, FL 

Westminster, CA 
Hohoku, KJ 
Vienna, VA 

8elmonl, MA 
Richmond. VA 

Va. Beach, VA 
Arlington, VA 
Arlington. VA 

DECEMBER 

Chester T. Bolllng 
Mrs. Henry Coe 
Evelyn 6. Empie 
Mary Nees Golladay 
Dr. Stephen M. Omohundro 
Katherine R. Wallace 

JANUARY 

Goochland, VA 
Cody. WY 

Palos Verdes. CA 
Scottsville, VA 

Champaign. IL 
Silver Springs. MD 

Beryl 0. Cat.arson Weaverville.CA 
Dr. Marc Garza Dallas. TX 
Marie Greene Jacksonville, FL 
Peggy U. Greene Jacksonville.FL 
John Burwell Phllllps Richmond.VA 
Mrs. Perkins Oglesby Morresonville,IL 
Ada Omohundro Panorama City ,CA 
Alice K. Omohundro Roseland. Fl 
Judy O'Mohundro Santa Ana.CA 
Oscar 8. Omohundro, Jr. Gordonsville. VA 
Paul Omohundro New Port Beach.CA 
Dr. Richard M. Omohundro Fulton ,MO 
Rose 0. Omohundro Lomita, CA 
William D. Omohundro Buffalo, NV 
John Satterlee Springneld, IL 
Melvin Schulte Pocahontas, IA 
Steven J. Votan Wenneet. NE 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM voum 

We would appreciate knowing how you feel 
about the newsletters that you have been 
receiving. Do they contain information 
that you ftnd tnterest1ng? Do you 
have any SUfJ.18StiOns or contributions? 
If so, we welcome them! 



THE • LONG DRIVE• 

Cowboys drive great llerds Qf cattle 
across the Plains to move them from 
grazing lands to t/Je cow towns. 

In I ~67, the Kansas Pacific Railway 
began to _reach-out into the plains. At 
Abilene, Kansas, J.G. McCoy 
established the fir.st of the cow 
towns from which cattle, driven from 
Texas, could be shipped to the 
markets of the East. Soon the map of 
the American West became dotted 
wfth trails. Cattlemen from the wild 
pla s of the :cut west fv1lcwed 
the~ as they made the "long drive" to 
the cow towns on the Kansas Pacific 
and the Union Pacf f ic raf1roads. 

The CMsho1m Tran began at the Red 
River in Texas and crossed the 
Colorado just below present-day 
Al'~t1·n TQx~~ rt ~t--a♦chcd ..,,..," miJ,.:i,s -~-- - • , ., ---· • - • <w~ 1. ,vu~• , "' 
to W1chi ta and Abilene. The Old 
Shawnee Trai f entered Kansas at 
Baxter Springs. The Midd1e or West 
Shawnee Trail branched off at the 
Canadian River and led to Junction 
City, Kansas. The Pecos Trail joined 
its west and southwest branches at 
Horsehead Crossing on the Peco. The 
Panhandle Traf 1 crossed the mesas of 
the Stake Plains. 

A cowboy , or "waddy", Jed a rug_ged 
ltfe on a drive. A trail herd averaged 
about 3,000 cattle, and a number of 
men were required to manage it. First 
came the scout, who usua 1 ly rode a 
day's journey ahead, looking for water 
and safe fords across streams. At the 
head of the herd, one on each side, 
jogged the "point men," or lead riders. 
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The "swing riders," or "flank men," 
came next, and at the rear of the herd 
were the "drag men," or "tail riders." 
The leader of the outfit was the "trai 1 
boss," and the second in command was 
the "straw boss." The Texas longhorn, 
a descendant of the Andalusian cattle 
brought into Mexico by the Spaniards 
in 1519, was an animal of habit. 
When a herd moved, the strongest 
longhorn pushed to the front and 
usually kept . this position of 
leadership throughout the drive. Each 
day each an~mal tended to take the 
same place 1n the herd that he had the 
day before. At night, when the herd 
rested, cowboys stood watch, s1ngtr.g 
and whistling to soothe the cattle. 
With good reason, these night riders 
sang: 

What keeps the herd from ronnin~ 
Stampeding far and wide? 

Tile cowboy's long, low whistle 
And singing by their side. 

An average day's drive, from sunup 
to lztf afternoon, covered from ten to 
fifteen mi ies. Many dangers 
threatened the trai 1 rider. Just 
before dawn he looked for Indians, 
who liked to steal his horses. A clap 
of thunder during a storm-even a loud 
voice at night or the striking of a 
match-could set off ,a stampede. 
Buffalo herds, dry mesa country, and 
flooded rivers could also mean 
trouble. Yet the cowboy, proud and 
tough, kept the cattle moving. The 
first summer that the Kansas Pacific 
reached Abilene, an estimated 35,000 
cattle were driven there from Texas. 
From 1867 to 1884 more than 
5,000,000 Texas longhorns followed 
the trai 1s to shipping points in the 
North. 



When the cowboy reached the end of 
the trai I, he wanted to forget the 
hardships of the drive and have a good 
time. He found his fun in the dancing. 
drtnklng. and gambling places of such 
cow towns as Abilene. Dodge City. and 
Wichita in Kansas, Miles City in 
Montana, Ogallala and Sidney in 
Nebraska, and Cheyenne in Wyoming. 

Those were the days of the "wild and 
. wooly■ West, and there was Httle law 
tn the cow towns. Often the sound of 
the six-shooter rang out 1n the dusty 
streets. Dodge City, whtch was known 
as ·the cowboy's capital," counted 
twenty-five k1111ngs In one year. Its 
cemetery was ca I led Boot Hi 1 I, 
because so many, men who were buried 
there had died ·with their boots on." 

OUTLAWS AND MARSHALS 

The "bad man" became a famfliar 
figure. Later stories were told of 
outlaws like Wilham H. "Billy the 
Kidd" Bonney, Sam Bass, Johnny Ringo, 
and Bullwack Jones-stories that made 
these men Into heroes. But in real I if e 
they were simply bandits and theives 
and k I Hers, and anything but heroes. 

The stortes about the "law men," the_ 
marshals of the cow towns, were just 
as Inaccurate. Many of the marshals 
were known killers who were given 
their jobs because they were quick on 
the draw. One of them was W11d Bill 
H1ckok, who strode the streets of 
Hays Ctty and Abilene tn a Prince 
Atbertcoat and fancy vest. 
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Wyatt Earp, who cleaned up 
Tombstone, Arizona, was a bad man 
who reformed. Bat Mastersons the 
marshal of Dodge City, was a gunman 
before he put on hts badge. But there 
were some honest men who enforced 
the law- marshals like Patrick Floyd 
Garrett, who hunted down Billy the 
Kid, and Tom Smith of Abilene, who 
put aside his guns and went after 
desperadoes with his bare hands . 

Meanwhile, the "cattle kingdom" was 
growing. By 1876 it had spread over 
western Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, 
Nebraska, Montana, Wyoming, the 
Dakotas, Colorado, and parts of Utah, 
Nevada, and New Mexico. Within a few 
years it brought great changes to the 
West. 

In the early 187O's, for example, a 
traveler in Montana could have gone 
miles without seeing so much as a 
trapper's camp. Huge herds of buffalo 
"darkened the rolling plains." Every 
hi 11 every ravine, every thicket had 
its antelope, elk, and howling coyotes. 
By 1883. there were no more buffalo, 
and antelope and elk were scarce. 
Instead, 600,000 head of cattle 
grazed on the range. Montana had 
become a cattle state. 

The cattlemen knew both good times 
and bad. Times were bad everywhere 
in America during the early 187O's, 
and the cattleman found few buyers 
for his herds. He grazed his cattle on 
public lands and watted for things to 
get better. 
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JAMES BUTLER HICKOK "WILD BILL" 
1837-1876 was an American frontier 
scout and peace officer in the West. 
He was a tall man with a droopsy 
mustache and brown hair that came 
to his shoulders. He won fame as a 
marksman. He had a reputation for 
great courage and skill, and controlled 
frontier outlaws singlehanded. But 
never killed a man except in 
self-defense or in the line of duty. 

Hickok was born in Toby Grove, 111. 
In 1855, he went to Kansas. There he 
did farm work, joined the Free State 
Army, and in 1858 became constable 
at Monticello. In l 859, he left as a 
teamster in a freight caravan for 
Santa Fe. He later worked as a 
stagecoach driver on the Santa Fe 
Trail and the Oregon Trail. 1n 1861. 
he went to Rock Creek, Nebraska, to 
recover from an attack by a bear. He 
quarreled with ·settlers at Rock Creek, 
and ki11ed three of them; but was 

• freed on qrounds of self defense. 
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Later in 1861, Hickok took charge of 
a government wagon train carrying 
supplies from Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, to Sedalia, Mo. During the 
remainder of the Civil War, he served 
as a scout in the Un ion Army and as a 
guerriila fighter. After he returned to 
Kansas, he fought against the Indians 
and scouted for Lieutenant Colonel 
George A. Custer. 

In 1869, Hickok was marshal of the 
rowdy frontier Kansas town of Hays 
City, later called Hays. For most of 
1871, he served as marsha1 of the 
cattle town of Abilene, Kansas. There 
he killed a gambler, and by mistake, a 
special policeman. He 1ater had 
another short term·as marshal at Hays 
City. In 1872, he toured the East with 
the show troupe of Buffalo Bil 1. Wild 
8111 Hickok was shot to death in a 
saloon at Deadwood in the Dakota 
Territory. He was buried in a 
cemetery there. /8 ~.:v-~#i:_ 

"WILD BILL" 

Taken from The Wor1d Book 
Encyclopedia 

Kitty VanLew Wyche 
2718 Walnut Ave SW 
Seattle, Washington 98116 
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